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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 09/13/2005. 

Claims 1,5-13, and 15 are pending in this application. This action is made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 5-7, 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cheng 
(US 6,329,986). 

As per independent claim 1, Cheng teaches an information display method for displaying 
information about a plurality of users registered in a server, on a terminal of a specific user of the 
plurality of users, via a network, the method comprising the steps of: transferring registration 
information about the plurality of users from the server to the terminal of the user (col.4, lines 
32-37); and displaying at least one graphical model within a virtual space on the terminal of said 
specific user, each of said at least one graphical model being associated with a respective one of 
said plurality of users (figs, la and lb; one graphical model: user avatar; col. 3, lines 26-31; col. 
4, lines 57-65; col. 9, lines 27-50) and including at least one graphical figure associated with an 
interest level of said respective one user in at least one item (one graphical figure: non-avatar 
objects see, col. 3, lines 33-49; col. 9, lines 53-67; col. 22, lines 47-67; col. 31, lines 7-18; col. 
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34, lines 55-62; fig. 8, 300 interest specification tool, col. 27, line 41-col. 28, line 56), the display 
of said model being responsive to registration information of said respective one user and to 
registration information of said specific user (figs la and lb; col. 9, lines 27-50), and the display 
of each of said at least one figure being responsive to registration information of said respective 
one user relating to said interest level in said item and to registration information of said specific 
user relating to said interest level in said item (one graphical figure: non-avatar objects see, col. 
3, lines 33-49; col. 9, lines 53-67; col. 22, lines 47-67; col. 31, lines 7-18; col. 34, lines 55-62; 
fig. 8, 300 interest specification tool, col. 27, line 41-col. 28, line 56). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1, Cheng teaches wherein the registration 
information about the plurality of users is retrieved according to predetermined extraction 
conditions set by the specific user so that a user satisfying the extraction conditions is extracted 
(col. 6, lines 6-36; col. 10, lines 5-19). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 5, Cheng teaches wherein the model 
corresponding to an extracted user is displayed, and the model corresponding to an unextracted 
user is not displayed (Fig. lb, col.4, lines 59-65). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 5, Cheng teaches wherein the information 
about extracted user(s) is displayed as a list (col. 9, lines 39-51). 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 5, Cheng teaches wherein the manager of 
the server charges to another specific user for the setting of the extraction conditions by the 
specific user (col. 29, lines 2-7). 
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As per claim 11, which is dependent on claim 5, Cheng teaches wherein an extracted 
specific user is able to charge to the user communicating with the user within the virtual space 
(col.29, lines 8-22). 

As per claim 12, which is dependent on claim 7, Cheng teaches wherein the extracted 
user is able to charge to the specific user for displaying the list including the information of the 
extracted user (col.29, lines 22-42). 

Claim 13 is similar in scope to claim 1, and therefore is rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-9, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cheng 
(US 6,329,986) in view of Farmer et al.("Farmer", US 6,476,830). 

As per claims 8-9, which are dependent on claim 5, Cheng teaches the invention 
substantially as claimed wherein the specific user is able to set extraction conditions (col. 3, lines 
34-39). Cheng does not expressly teach in the case where the specific user has in advance a 
permission of sales activities within the virtual space from the server. Farmer teaches a virtual 
environment, wherein the specific user has in advance a permission of sales activities within the 
virtual space from the server (col.4, lines 41-59). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the virtual sales activities as taught by 
Farmer with the virtual environment of Cheng because it provides a measure of controlling the 
exchange of goods and services for on-line users in conducting sales activities within a 
community of people with common interests in a virtual world. 

As per claim 15, Cheng teaches a method for communicating via a network with a virtual 
character presented by a server, the method comprising the steps of: 

preparing parameters of each plurality of users communicating with the virtual character 
wherein the parameters about each user includes a file for describing a graphical model having at 
least one graphical figure of item in place of each user within a virtual space shared by the 
plurality of users (one graphical figure: non-avatar objects see, col. 3, lines 33-49) and the virtual 
space where the model corresponding to each user exists is displayed at the terminal of the user 
and where the parameters about each user includes an interest level of each user in at least one 
item (figs, la and lb; col. 4, lines 57-65; col. 9, lines 27-67; col. 22, lines 47-56; fig. 8, 300 
interest specification tool, col. 27, line 41 -col. 28, line 56) the display of said at least one figure 
responsive to parameters of said user relating to said interest level in said at least one item col. 
22, lines 47-56; fig. 8, 300 interest specification tool, col. 27, line 41 -col. 28, line 56); and 
varying the parameters of each user depending on the progress of communication of each user 
with the virtual character, wherein said virtual character has information about each of said 
plurality of users (col. 6, lines 23-36; col. 9, lines 26-33). 

Cheng does not teach informing each user a response from the virtual character 
corresponding to the parameters by and electronic mail at a predetermined timing. Farmer 
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teaches informing each user a response from the virtual character corresponding to the 
parameters by an electronic mail at a predetermined timing (col. 5, lines 10-26). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the use of 
email with Cheng's method to allow users more flexibility of interaction choices. 



Response to Arguments 
Applicants' arguments in the Amendment have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant primary argument is that Cheng does not teach "a graphical model having at 
least one graphical figure which is associated with an interest level of a user and which is 
displayed in response to registration information of the user" (page 7). The examiner does not 
agree for the following reasons: 

During patent examination, the pending claims must be "given >their< broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification." > In re Hyatt, 211 F.3d 1367, 1372, 
54 USPQ2d 1664, 1667 (Fed. Cir. 2000). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicant always has the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution, and broad 
interpretation by the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be 
interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 541, 
550-51 (CCPA 1969). 
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In this case, Cheng teaches a graphical model (figs, la and lb; col. 3, lines 26-31; col. 4, 
lines 57-65; a user avatar represents a graphical model of a user) having at least one graphical 
figure (col. 3, lines 45-48; col. 9, lines 62-63; non-avatar objects being a part of an avatar) 
which is associated with an interest level of a user (col. 22, lines 47-67; col. 31, lines 7-18; col. 
34, lines 55-62; participant interest level is based on Set-Profile and/or Set-priority) and which 
is displayed in response to registration information of the user (Col. 9, lines 27-67; col. 27, line 
41-col. 28, line 56; col. 31, lines 7-18; col. 34, lines 55-62; registration information such as Set- 
Profile/Set-Priority of the user avatar). 

The examiner acknowledges that during the phone interview on 08/23/2005, the examiner 
has suggested the applicant to amend the claim language to include features as described in fig. 8 
of the specification in order to distinguish the present invention over the prior art of record. 
However, with a closer examination of the present claim language, Cheng still reads on the claim 
language as explained above. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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